
DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME PRE-STOCKING EVALUATION PROTOCOL 

No conflict with CDFG fisheries management programs* and policies, and no known impacts to decision species.**  
if applicable, no conflicts with conservation goals listed in DFG-approved biodiversity management plans, or state 

or federal recovery plans, or conservation strategies

Determine if the proposed stocking location is suitable habitat for any Decision Species.  Analysis may include 
review or survey of physical habitat characteristics, water quality, or presence of a biological community that 

would otherwise preclude a self-sustaining population of any Decision Species

Determine if the proposed stocking location falls within the historic 
range or federally designated critical habitat of Decision Species

DO NOT STOCK
Stocking evaluations are valid as determined in Decision Species survey 

protocols, recovery plans, or conservation strategies.

OKAY TO STOCK
DFG HATCHERY FISH

Stocking evaluations 
valid until new 

information becomes 
available that 
necessitates a 
reevaluation

Develop Aquatic Biodiversity Management Plan

YES NO

Determine if Decision Species are present at proposed stocking site 
using best available information, including EIR/EIS, published papers, 

new information on species,or surveys following DFG or federally-
approved survey protocols. If species are present, determine if stocking 

would have a substantial effect on the species.

YES NO

OR

Suitable habitat present Suitable habitat not present

* See Title 14; 238.5(d)(3)
** Decision species are defined in Chapter 4 of the DFG Hatchery EIR/EIS
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